NOTE TO FOURTH EDITION
at the urgent request of many teachers a fourth edition of this book is
now issued. This time the changes are so extensive that scarcely a single
page is the same as in previous editions, and the whole work has been
reset in fresh type. Only a few of the more notable changes can be
mentioned.
In Chapter II, on The Earth's Form and Motions, methods of map-
making receive a new treatment. In Chapter III on The Continents, an
entirely new approach is employed, and much space is devoted to a review
of the physical features of the earth as a whole. In Chapter IV on Human
Activities in Mountains and Plains, the importance of slopes as an element
of relief receives more prominence than formerly. Chapter VII on Soil
and the Farmer contains not only many small additions, but also a long
new section bringing out the most recent conclusions as to the relation
between soils and climate. Chapters X, XI, and XII dealing with the
principles of climate have also been much modified so as to make them
easier to understand and at the same time more comprehensive. In the
next and longest section of the book. Part VII, dealing with Mans
Regional Relationships, the chapter on Diet has been omitted, and new
material has been added in order to give a fuller picture of the earth's
natural regions. And finally, in the last chapter, a rather full discussion of
the geographic significance of Russia has been added. Many new maps
are included, and many of the old ones have been revised. A new series
of very complete railroad maps of the six continents deserves special
mention. It supplies good material for a large number of diverse exer-
cises which any teacher can devise to suit his own needs. A new and
more convenient system of referring to illustrations by page numbers has
been adopted, and all the statistical data have been brought up to date.
Many teachers and others have made suggestions which have been
incorporated in this new edition, and to all of them much gratitude is due.
Special thanks are due to Dr. S. Van Valkenburg and Dr. S. C. Gilfillan.
The latter went over the third edition with a fine-toothed comb, making
suggestions for improvements on almost every page.
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